
 

Extreme Weather Policy 
Safety 
In the event of disruption caused by extreme weather such as heavy rain, wind or snow, the prime 
concern of the school must always be the safety of pupils and staff. 
The decision to close the school will take account of the safety of all our pupils and staff, some of 
whom travel a great distance to school each day.  We will always endeavour to open the school in the 
event of bad weather, as long as it is safe to do so. 
 
Parent Decision 
If the school is open in snow or bad weather the decision as to whether or not to send a pupil to 
school, however, must be at the discretion of the parent, taking into account factors such as local 
road conditions and the availability of child care.  
 
Pupil Absence due to Severe weather  
The school appreciates that during bad weather children may arrive later than normal; parents should 
endeavour to contact the school to let them know they are on their way if likely to be delayed. The 
school recognises there will be isolated instances where families are cut off, even where the clear 
majority of children can get into school. In such instances parents should inform the school of the 
circumstances of this exceptional situation, as the school has a duty to clarify the circumstances of 
each case so as to be able to formally authorise the absence.   
 
School Closure 
In the event of bad weather, we will endeavour to make a decision regarding closure with as much 
notice as possible. Where bad weather has been forecast, we will always send communication in the 
days and hours before advising of a risk of closure and giving information on when and how the 
decision with will be made and communicated. The standard procedure will be as follows: 

● A decision will be made prior to 7am in the morning 
● An email will be sent to all parents by 7:30am advising that school is closed. 
● A notice will be placed on the School website 
● Bus users who are picked up earlier than 7:30am will be advised individually by drivers of the 

closure.  
 
Closure duration  
We will only close for one day at a time, and regular updates regarding School reopening will be sent 
via email and posted on the website. Where the weather is set to improve later in the day, we are 
unlikely to offer a later opening such as 10am or midday due to the wide geographical locations of our 
staff who may still not be able to get to the site.  
 



Parents should always check to see if the school is open before travelling to the site.   
 
Early Closure  - during the School Day 
If the school is open as normal, but extreme weather develops during the day, we will aim to remain 
open as late as we can and try to finish the normal school day.  However due to the location of our 
site on a hill, and with access via rural lanes, this is not always possible especially when roads are 
becoming treacherous.  
 
Where an early closure is necessary, parents will be contacted via email and text message and asked 
to collect their children as soon as possible.  Where parents are unable to collect themselves, we will 
take verbal permission for their child/children to be collected by another nominated adult who is able 
to provide the pickup password.  
 
Once a large proportion of pupils have been collected, normal lessons may be curtailed and the 
remaining pupils assembled in groups under the supervision of authorised members of staff to await 
collection. 

 
School Bus Users  
If School closes early but it is possible for buses to complete their routes, then we will endeavour to 
run them, but usually at an earlier time. This will be communicated with parents of bus users via text 
and email, and they should advise School via email or telephone whether they wish to collect their 
child from school or the usual bus stop.  
In some situations it may not be possible to offer specific routes, or adjustments may need to be 
made. A decision regarding all such factors relating to buses will be made at the time depending on 
conditions.  
 
Boarders 
Pupils who are boarding will be kept at School and looked after by the boarding team as normal. 
Parents who wish to collect their child may do so, but they will remain safe at School even if School 
has closed. 
 
Staffing levels  
Where a decision to open during extreme weather has been made, all staff will always make every 
reasonable effort to undertake the journey to school. Where they may be at risk to make the journey 
they should not do so.  It is appreciated that if they are able to make the journey, it may take longer 
than normal and therefore some staff may not be able to arrive before the normal start of the school 
day.  We will make appropriate supervision arrangements until staffing levels increase. 
 
Where the ratio of staff to pupils onsite does not provide adequate, safe supervision, a decision may 
be made to close the school afterall. This will be communicated with the same procedure as an early 
closure.  
 
Lunch  
To ensure It may be necessary that lunch arrangements differ to those planned if kitchen staff are 
unable to reach School. 
 
 


